8                             A S5TSTEM OF MAGIC.

degree as was ordinary to the patriarchs of the
antediluvian age, we should presently give him up
for a magician in the grossest acceptation of the
word, and say, in short, that he deals with the DeviL

But be it so or not, and let the consummate know-
ledge of those patriarchs come which way it will?
and be as great as it will, or as you will suppose it
to be, this is certain, it died with them; it was
all drowned in the flood, the postdiluvian age in-
herited very little of it; or if they did, it was
drowned again in the flood of vice and wickedness,
which almost as soon overspread the world, as the
people did the plains of Shinaar, and much sooner
than they spread the rest of the earth with their
posterity, however fast they multiplied.

Nor do I wrong the people of those first ages
after the flood in. the least, when I say they seemed
to have lost all that fund of knowledge, all that ca-
pacious understanding, and all that sacred inspira-
tion, which their predecessors the antediluvians
were masters of; I need go no further for an ex-
ample of it than the building of Babel. For was it
possible that anything so absurd and ridiculous
could have entered into the thoughts of men, if
they had not been sunk into an unexpressible dege-
neracy as to sense, a mere stupidity of understand-
ing ? To say nothing of their having lost all pre-
tence to inspiration, so far were they from any
share of sacred light in it, that they could not be
said to have acted with common sense. Bless us!
to build a house to reach up to heaven! or as we
may with more propriety express it, to build a
staircase to go up into heaven by; and that in
case of another flood too, which adds to the mad-
ness of the design many ways.

1. They had certainly no notion of heaven itself;
not to speak of religious notions of heaven, they
must be entirely dark and stupid as to the philo-